
FEDERAL TAX REFUND ATTACHMENTS FOR CHILD 
SUPPORT 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

Q:  HOW DOES CHILD SUPPORT ATTACH FEDERAL TAX REFUNDS? 

 Non-custodial parent receives a notice from child support when the case certifies for 
attachment of the federal tax refund.   

 Non-custodial parent files a tax return with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).  

 IRS attaches the tax refund. 

 Non-custodial parent receives a letter from the Department of Treasury. 

 Funds are transferred to Child Support Services (funds transfer approximately 4 
weeks from the date on the Department of Treasury letter). 

 

Q:  WHAT DOES THE CUSTODIAL PARENT HAVE TO DO TO HAVE A FEDERAL TAX REFUND HELD FOR PAST 
DUE CHILD SUPPORT? 

The case is automatically set up for attachment when the non-custodial parent owes $500 or 
more in past due support and Child Support Services is enforcing the child support order. 

 

Q:  WHEN IS A FEDERAL TAX REFUND HELD FOR CHILD SUPPORT? 

 When the non-custodial parent owes past due child support to the custodial parent in 
the amount of $500 or more, the taxes will be attached.  

 When the non-custodial parent owes past due child support to the state of Idaho (for 
cash assistance provided to the family) in the amount of $150 or more, the tax refund 
will be attached. 

 

Q:  IS A FEDERAL TAX REFUND HELD BY CHILD SUPPORT AFTER THE MONEY HAS BEEN RECEIVED? 

 If the tax return was filed as a single return, the refund is distributed to the case upon 
receipt. 

 If the tax return was filed jointly, the refund is held up to 6 months to allow the non-
custodial parent’s spouse to file Federal form 8379, Injured Spouse and Allocation 
form, with the IRS. 



Q:  WHAT DOES A SPOUSE OF THE OBLIGATED PARENT DO TO CLAIM THEIR PORTION OF THE TAX REFUND 
WHEN A JOINT TAX RETURN IS FILED (INJURED SPOUSE CLAIM)? 

They must file Federal Form 8379, the Injured Spouse and Allocation form, to the IRS. The 
IRS will make the determination of how much if any should be sent to the injured spouse. If 
the claim is denied and they wish to protest they can call the Federal Tax Advocate at 1-877-
777-4778. For Federal tax forms and information call 1-800-829-3676. 

 

Q:  WHAT CAN THE NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT DO TO HAVE THE TAX RETURN APPLIED TO THE CASE(S) 
SOONER ONCE IT IS RECEIVED BY CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES? 

If the non-custodial parent and spouse (joint filing) want to apply all of the tax refund received 
by Child Support Services toward the case(s) for credit, they must fill out an Affidavit and 
Waiver. Child Support Services must receive the federal tax refund prior to mailing the 
Affidavit and Waiver to the non-custodial parent/spouse. Both must sign the form and the 
signatures must be notarized. When the Affidavit and Waiver is received, the funds can be 
released.  

 

Q:  WHERE CAN THE NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT GET THE AFFIDAVIT AND WAIVER FORM? 

Child Support Services can mail the form to the non-custodial parent once the federal tax fund 
has been received. The form may be obtained by calling Child Support Customer Service at 1-
800-356-9868 or 334-2479 in the Boise area. The form is also available at all Child Support 
Regional Offices. Once the form is completed, the non-custodial parent/spouse must return 
the form to the Child Support Regional Office. 

  

Q:  HOW ARE FEDERAL TAX REFUNDS DISTRIBUTED WHEN THEY ARE RECEIVED? 

Federal taxes will pay any debts owed to the State of Idaho first. These debts are usually 
monies paid to the custodial parent by the state and are now owed to the state of Idaho. If 
state debts do not exist, the federal tax refund will be released to the custodial party unless 
the tax return was filed jointly. If filed jointly, the tax refund can be held up to 6 months to allow 
the spouse of the non-custodial parent to file the Federal form 8379, Injured Spouse Claim 
and Allocation form, with the IRS. 

 

Q:  WHICH DEBTS OWED BY THE NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT ARE NOT PAID BY FEDERAL TAXES? 

Federal tax refunds are not applied to birth costs, legal and service fees, non-sufficient funds 
check fees, or non-custodial parent application fees owed to the state. Child Support will 
apply federal tax refunds to these types of debts if the non-custodial parent has given 
permission to do so. 



Q:  HOW DOES THE TAX PROCESS WORK IF THERE IS ANOTHER STATE INVOLVED IN THE CASE? 

The state where the custodial parent lives attaches the federal tax refund. 

EXAMPLES:  

The non-custodial parent lives in Idaho and the custodial parent lives in Oregon.  Oregon will 
attach the federal tax refund and send the collections to the custodial parent.  

Both the non-custodial parent and the custodial parent live in Idaho, Idaho will attach the 
federal tax return and send the collections to the custodial parent.  

 

Q:  ONCE THE PAST DUE SUPPORT IS PAID HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE FOR THE IRS TO BE NOTIFIED THAT 
THE CASE NO LONGER QUALIFIES FOR ATTACHMENT? 

It takes approximately 2 weeks from the time that Child Support Services removes the case 
from attachment before it is deleted from the IRS records. The IRS general information phone 
number is 1-800-829-1040. 

 

 


